
 

 

Japanese Year 5/6  Semester 2 Outline 2017 

Description 
Through learning about Japan, students have opportunities to explore and explain Japanese culture and the Japanese language. 
 
Student Feedback and Assessment:   Students’ knowledge, understanding and skills will be continually assessed and 
demonstrated through a range of tasks and regularly reflected on throughout the semester during class. 
 
 

Outcomes Content Context Feedback/Assessment 

Communicating 
and 
Understanding 

Develop an understanding 
of the structure of the 
Japanese language, the 
cultural context in which it 
is used, and the various 
written forms that are 
used in Japanese. 

In whole group, small group and indivisual 
settings: 

 Use Japanese language to convey 
information 

 Interpret meaning from spoken and written 
texts 

 Develop understanding and recognition of 
various Japanese alphabets (hiragana, 
katakana, kanji) 

 Compare and contrast the cultures of Japan 
and Australia through the project about 
Australian and Japanese animals and 
colours 

 Create sentences to describe animals in 
Japanese 

Ongoing observations 
through out the semester 
 
Student-Teacher 
conferencing  
 
Each 5/6 class visits a buddy 
class from Year 1/ 2 and 
presents information in 
Japanese about animals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Achievement Standards covered from Australian Curriculum: 
 

By the end of Year 6, students use formulaic and modelled language in classroom interactions to carry out 
transactions and to share or convey information about daily routines, activities and events, using time 

expressions such as まい日、ときどき. They ask and respond to questions in familiar contexts using complete 

sentences and appropriate pronunciation, rhythm and intonation. They ask for clarification and assistance, 

negotiate turn-taking and follow instructions. They extend their answers by using conjunctions such as そして、

それから. They show concern for and interest in others by making enquiries such as だいじょうぶ？, and 

apologise and express thanks using appropriate gestures. They read and write all hiragana, including voiced 

sounds, long vowel sounds, double consonants and blends, and high-frequency kanji, for example, 犬
いぬ

, 小さい

、 雨
あめ

. Students locate specific information and some supporting details in a range of spoken, written and 

multimodal texts on familiar topics. They express reactions to imaginative texts, such as by describing qualities of 

characters, for example, やさしい 人 です。. They create connected texts of a few sentences, such as 

descriptions, dialogues or skits. They structure sentences using particles, for example, へ、で、を、が and 

prepositions, for example, の 上
うえ

に, and apply the rules of punctuation when writing. They describe and recount 

events and experiences in time, for example, adjective です。noun です/でした。 and present/past/negative verb 

forms, for example, のみます、たべます、見
み
ました、いきません. They use counter classifiers in response to 

questions such as いくら です か。なんびき？なんこ？. Students translate familiar texts, recognising 

formulaic expressions and culturally specific textual features and language use. They comment on similarities and 
differences in ways of expressing values such as politeness, consideration and respect in Japanese compared to 
other languages and cultures. 

Students understand and use the hiragana chart to pronounce contracted and blended sounds and exceptions to 

phonetic rules, such as を、へ、は, and です. They understand and apply the rules and phonetic changes related 

to counter classifiers, such as さんぜんえん、いっこ、はっぴき. They apply their knowledge of stroke order to 

form characters. They give examples of ways in which languages both change over time and are influenced by 

other languages and cultures. They identify words from other languages used in Japanese, such as パソコン、メ

ール、パスタ, and how the pronunciation, form and meaning of borrowed words can change when used in 

Japanese. Students identify behaviours and values associated with Japanese society and incorporate these into 

their own language use, such as ways of deflecting praise, for example, じょうず です ね。いいえ。. 

 

 

Contact Details 

If you would like to contact me regarding this unit or if you have questions during the semester please 

email me at:  hugo.walker@ed.act.edu.au, Sayoko.aoyagi@ed.act.edu.au (Please use “Aoyagi” 

to email me, not Thompson) 
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