
Helping Beginning Readers  



Reading is about understanding 

Model yourself as a reader. 
 

We all  use a number of strategies to make meaning from our 
reading. 
 

ÅListen and enjoy listening to your child to read. 
 

ÅDevelop a level of trust ς do not make them feel it is a test which 
they need to get 100%. 
 

ÅGive them a choice of books to read ς ownership. If they make 
the choice it ignites the passion. Let them choose where they 
want to read. 
 

ÅRelax. 



Set your child up for success 

 
ÅA good book orientation. 
ÅIf your child is having trouble try one of these 

strategies: 
VNegotiate whether you read a 

sentence/paragraph/page; 
VShare reading ς take it in turns to read ς you start; 
VEcho reading ς you read a section and then your 

child repeats the same section; 
VPaired reading ς reading together. 

 
ÅLimit the time to 10 to 15 minutes ς have them wanting 

more! 
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Rules for prompting 

We all make mistakes when we read aloud! 
 
ÅWait ς breathe ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ 

 
ÅSay  
VΨ5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΚΩ 
VΨ¢Ǌȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦΩ 
VΨwŜŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 

 
ÅFinger pointing. 

 
 



A love of reading 

ÅVisit the local library. 
 
ÅDisplay books in your home. 

 
ÅGive books as a gift. 

 
ÅTalk about the book you are reading or have loved. 

 
ÅSpend some time in a bookshop. 
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Celebrate their success 

At the end of your reading time compliment your child on 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΥ ΨL ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
Re-ǊŜŀŘΩ ƻǊ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜΩΦ 

Enjoy this time together. 



READING STRATEGY 
 

What do you already know? 
 
What will happen next? 



READING STRATEGY 

Take a word apart, work out 
the sounds and then blend 
the parts back together. 



 

 READING STRATEGY 

Has something like this ever happened to me? 
 



READING STRATEGY 

Is this different from what I 
know? 



READING STRATEGY 

Use what you know to predict 

what might happen next. 



READING STRATEGY 

Create images in your mind as 
you read. 



READING STRATEGY 



READING STRATEGY 

. 
 

Re-read some or all of the 
book. 
 
Re-read tricky words to 
work out what they mean. 


