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Harrison School Newsletter 22 June 2021
Dear Harrison Families and Community,
Term 2 has been a busy term across the school. We have completed a
compliance audit with preschool and the ACT Education Directorate team
to meet National regulations, celebrated Reconciliation Week, sent the
3/4s off to camp, run carnivals, excursions to local areas, achieved
SunSmart accreditation, launched a Harrison School Facebook page and
farewelled both Mr. Jason Holmes and Mr. Dan Breen. We have recently
welcomed Miss. Jacqueline Chapman into the Primary School, coming to
us from Gold Creek School as our new Principal. Whilst we have
experienced some significant changes to senior executive personnel
across the term, our focus on advancing school plans and programs for
students has not wavered.
Reports have been finalised as we near the end of Semester 1 and parents
have the option to meet with teachers across Week 10 in the Primary
School. High School ‘meet the teacher’ sessions took place mid-term as
part of their assessment and reporting cycle and will be offered again in
Semester 2. We look forward to engaging with families through these
important meetings to develop plans to support student learning
together.
Harrison Primary School is now SunSmart accredited (only Primary
Schools meet the eligibility framework set by the Cancer Council). Signage
will appear soon to support the outward facing message of being
accredited. We endorse the Cancer Council messages and will engage in
communication with our community March
throughout the year as the seasons
change as to what is expected at school. Hats during play times have
currently been relaxed until the end of2019
August, but we still encourage the
use if students have skin conditions or would like to continue wearing
them.
Annual Professional Discussions have been taking place with executive
staff and teaching staff to prepare our profile for 2022. In Term 4, we will

Term 2 Week 10 2021
Tuesday 22 June
• P-6 Parent Teacher Interviews
• Kinder Health Checks
Wednesday 23 June
• Whole School Assembly – Gym –
9:15am
• Uke Choir
• P-6 Parent Teacher Interviews
• Kinder Health Checks
Thursday 24 June
• P-6 Parent Teacher Interviews
• Kinder Health Checks
Friday 25 June
• P-6 Parent Teacher Interviews
• Kinder Health Checks
• 3/4 Dance Classes
• Digeridoo Project

Term 3 Week 1 2021
Wednesday 14 July
• Whole School NAIDOC Week
Assembly – 9:15am – Gym
Friday 16 July
• Year 3/4 Dance Classes
REMINDER: For ALL events in the Gym
please wear flat - soled shoes ONLY

communicate with the community all changes of
incoming and outgoing staff once the Directorate has
finalised placements. As we round out Semester 1, we
have some staff movement to communicate:
Outgoing:
- Naomie Grech
- Hannah Boothroyd
- Juliette Walto (retiring)
- Lisa Meacham (on leave from Week 3 Term 3)
- Deb Gordon (on leave for Term 3)
- Kate Watson (transfer to Gungahlin College)
We wish Juliette Walto the very best of luck
transitioning to retirement, a very special and exciting
time ahead. On behalf of the Harrison community, I
would like to thank Juliette for her contributions
throughout her career. Thank you also to Hannah and
Naomie for their contributions to Harrison School as
they transition to new positions outside of Public
Education. Other staff listed will be accessing leave
and I look forward to reconnecting later in the year.
Incoming:
- Menosha De Silva (replacing Hannah Yr 3/4)
- Damian Robbie (taking over 3/4LM as of Week
4 Term 3)
- Michael Hardy (covering Deb G)
- Naomie Grech (replacement TBA).
A warm welcome to our incoming staff, some of
whom have already been teaching across the school
in various roles. They will pick up ongoing planning
and schedules from outgoing staff to make transitions
for students as smooth as possible.
I look forward to Term 3 and continuing in the
Executive Principal position whilst the job is
advertised. This process will run into Term 3 and I
expect a decision will be made during this time. The
Harrison community will receive communications
around this outcome once it has been completed.
Thank you to staff and students for another highly
productive semester. Thank you to staff for providing
learning opportunities in and outside of the classroom
and taking the time to organise extra-curricula
activities that mean so much to students and families.
Have a safe and happy school holiday and we look
forward to resuming classes on Monday 12 July. If you

see any suspicious behaviour on school grounds
during the break, please report to ACT Police
Operations on 131 444.
Kind Regards,
Gareth Richards
Executive Principal – Harrison School

Harrison School Facebook Page

Harrison School has published our own Facebook
page!
We encourage parents and carers who use Facebook
to like our page by clicking here. We will be using this
social media platform to promote student learning as
well as communicating information to our families.
This will go in hand with our regular communication
channels such as emails and/or text messages.

Social Media Permission Form
We are asking ALL families to complete the new
online permission form for Social Media. You can
access the online permission form by clicking here.
Important Information:
• You must complete the form individually for
EACH child.
• This permission does not supersede the original
photograph permission that has previously been
requested by the school at the time of
enrolment
• All
information/updates
will
still
be
communicated via the original channels.
Facebook will just be an additional avenue to
publish information
• If you DO NOT give permission, we still request
that you complete the online form indicating so.

2021 Voluntary Contributions
The 2021 Voluntary Contribution note has been
emailed out to all families electronically. A big thank

you to those families who have already paid. In 2021
funds raised through the Voluntary Contributions
Scheme will be used for:
• Enhancing the outdoor environment
• Literacy and Numeracy teaching resources
(including online subscriptions)
• ICT Equipment
• Art consumables
• PE and sports equipment
There are multiple ways to pay your Voluntary
Contribution.

Ngunnawal Plant Project
Our students have been learning about native plants
around Harrison School grounds and their traditional
uses by the Ngunnawal people.

Contributions may be paid by direct bank deposit, via
the Quickweb link on the school website, EFTPOS, or
cash at the front office. Please see payment
information on the back of the letter. Payments can
also be made by instalments.

They have researched using the Ngunnawal Plant Use
guide and collaborated with Adam Shipp to learn
about the plants’ traditional uses. The students
worked with Adam to plant new natives in the Senior
PATs Courtyard.

If you require further payment slips, please contact
our friendly team in the front office.

The plants will be used as part of our cooking classes
as they mature. As part of the project, our students
have become the custodians of the plants, sharing
their knowledge in our community, and caring for
country.

SRC K-2 Wellbeing Walk – 15 June 2021
Congratulations to all K-2 students, families and staff
who braved the foggy conditions to participate in the
Wellbeing Walk.
The Wellbeing Walk was an SRC initiative that
enabled students the opportunity to step out of the
classroom and engage in physical activity alongside
their families, teachers and peers, enjoying the
scenic, natural environment that surrounds Harrison
School.
Students were encouraged to fundraise or seek
donations that the SRC will utilise to support the
purchase of a Buddy Bench and some construction
equipment for outdoor play.
Please return all sponsorship money/donations to
the Front Office by the end of term with your
sponsorship form. The P&C have additionally
donated prizes to the highest fundraisers in each
year level and will present these prizes at our first K2 assembly in Week 2 of Term 3.
We extend appreciation to our community for their
active support of this SRC initiative.

Lost Property Reminder
A friendly reminder to all families to please check your
child/ren’s uniform clothing items. If you notice that
your child has accidently taken home another child’s
item of clothing, please return it to the lost property
located in the library.
Also, a reminder for parents and carers to regularly
check the library for any missing belongings.

Cross Country / Swimming Age Champions
As Term 2 comes to an end, Harrison School has been
recognising the sporting achievements of our
students. During our Week 8 assembly, we
acknowledged the senior site Cross Country age
champions: Amelie S, Ella D, Chloe P, Vanessa V, Adam
W, Rahil K, Harrison H and Rhys G. We also
acknowledged the swimming age champions, Mikayla
A and Abbey S, who have achieved significant success
in the northside swimming carnival.
Congratulations to all these students!

Write a Book in a Day
This year, Harrison School is taking part in Write a
Book in a Day, an annual competition promoting
literacy, collaboration, and creativity, administered by
independent national charity, The Kids’ Cancer
Project.
Students from the senior end will spend a day in week
10 working as a team to create a book, a large task
which will require utilising all our Harrison values. If
you would like to sponsor Harrison’s efforts, please
use this link to both motivate the group and
contribute to a great cause.

School Boards
Do you know someone that would be good on a school
board in the ACT? The Education Directorate is
seeking expressions of interest from people to fill the
position of “Appointed Member”. Interested people
should complete the expression of interest form and
return it by COB Friday 30 July 2021 to the Education
Directorate via email: EDUSchoolBoards@act.gov.au

STUDENT ABSENCE
REMINDER

/

LATE

ARRIVAL

We would like to remind parents and carers that if you
receive an absence or late arrival text message for your
child/ren, the easiest way to respond (and approve
your child’s absence or late arrival on our system) is by
replying to the text message with the below
information:
• Student Full Name
• Homeroom class
• Reason for absence / if it is parent approved or
not
E.g.
Gareth Richards, 1/2HS, parent approved late arrival
on 01/06/2021.
OR
Gareth Richards, 1/2HS, parent approved full day
absence 01/06/2021.
If you have more than one child, please send an
individual text message for each child.
The second-best method for approving your child’s
absence/s
is
by
emailing
Harrison.Absences@ed.act.edu.au directly with the
above information. If you know of any upcoming
leave, we strongly encourage parents or carers to
email the absence email address, as well as the child’s
homeroom teacher to inform them of this. By preempting the school of any upcoming leave, you avoid
receiving the daily text message.
ALL students MUST be signed in and out of the school
by a parent or carer. If you need to add a
parent/guardian to your child’s contact details, please
come to the front office to fill in the appropriate form.
Preschool – Yr. 6 students MUST be signed out from
the main administration office before they are
collected from class.
Years 7 – 10 students MUST be signed in and out by a
parent or carer from the senior office.

FRONT OFFICE HOURS
Harrison School Front Office hours are:
Monday – Friday
8:30am – 3:30pm
For all enquiries and calls

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Friday 25 June is the last day of Term 2.
Monday 12 July is the first day of Term 3.

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
Congratulations to our Principals Award Recipients:
Edward H,
Amanda D,
Archie R,
Blake G,
Mia J,
Moshka Sri A,
Leyah I,
Mishka K,
Yu Hei Calix C,
Tafsin R,
Lily H,
Avani P,
Zafira A,
Bethany P,
Kyle S,
Michelle H, Abigail P,
Hunter M
Moksha R,
Melody F,
Lucas B,
Christian A, Kai Y,
Kaine S,
Sunyul K,
Lucas B,
Neena D,
Lilly Iva V,
Aariz N,
Aima K,
Oliver K,
Georgia R,
Abigail L,
Zac M,
Victoria T,
Archie N,
Jack C,
Deborah J,
Louis K-H,
Zali M,
Payton M,
Oliver T,
Caprice M,
Inya V,
Aditi C,
Isaac P,
George Z,
Yeewong T,
Tanvi K,
Ariyana C,
Shion K,
Jessica K,
Mia B,
Kalana S,
Chloe H,
Lara A,
Elizabeth W,
Ralph P-G,
Andreas T
Congratulations to our Special Principals Award
Recipients:
Cooper L,
Caprice M
Congratulations to our Year 7-10 Bronze Award
Recipients:
James N,
Ethan P,
Thapelo V,
Serena B,
Lara C,
Hunter W,
Luke K,
Claire M,
Sandra M
Gavy R,
Maia K K,
Joshua N,
Vanessa V,
Will C,
Stela F V,
Nguyen N L, Neo R,
Ryaan H,
Riley T,
Dane K,
Mitchell C,
Joshua T,
Pranav D,
Johannes B,
Thomas S,
Gloria R,
Skyler B,
Salematou T, Alyssa W,
Logan M

STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE TO SCHOOL
ALL students arriving late to school MUST sign in at
either the main front office or the Senior Office.

LIBRARY NEWS
Holiday Activities
•

ACT Public Library
At Home Brain & Boredom Busters - Libraries ACT
• Canberra Theatre
https://canberratheatrecentre.com.au/show/fantasticmr-fox/

Book Week 2021

We will be celebrating Book Week this year during
Term 3 Week 7. Our school will be celebrating books,
Australian authors, and illustrators. The Book Week
Parade takes place on Friday 27 August 9:15am in the
school gym.
We also have visiting performances during Book
Week.
•
•

Tuesday 24 August 2021 – Years K -2: Perform
Education
Tuesday 31 August – Years 3-6: Meerkat
Productions

Entertainment Book – Special Offer
With the school holidays approaching, it is a perfect
opportunity to purchase an Entertainment Book and
use many of the discounts included to entertain your
family during the upcoming break.
Purchasing a book will help support our school.

DEFENCE NEWS
Thank you to those parents who were able to give
up some of their free time to help cover the maths
books for the library. The library staff and STEM
teachers are very grateful for the work you did!
We wish you a wonderful holiday period and look
forward to seeing you all again in Term 3. To those
that are leaving us, safe travels and all the best at
your new locations and schools.
Postings: At this time of the year, we are aware
that many families have or soon will be receiving
posting orders.
Please ensure that you let us know if you are
moving on so that we can support and farewell
your children.
DCO Support for ADF Families:
defencefamilyhelpline@defence.gov.au or
1800 624 608.
Sarah and Kelly
sarah.mcgavin@ed.act.edu.au or
kelly.cvitanovic@ed.act.edu.au

HARRISON HEARTS
If you would like to join us, come to the Defence
Room in the school library on Monday mornings
between 9am and 11am. We would love to see
you for a cuppa, a chat and to create some
resources for the classrooms. Younger siblings
welcome. Please remember to sign in as a
volunteer at the front office.

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP
The second-hand uniform shop is open every
Friday morning from 8:30am-9:30am in the
multipurpose room located in the junior hall.

CANTEEN NEWS
The 2021 Canteen Menu can be found on our
school website here.
FLEXI -SCHOOLS ONLINE ORDERING

ORDERS
Cut off time for Flexischools online orders
is strictly 9:00am.
Cut
off
time
for over-the-counter orders
is strictly 10:00am.
Please note that once an order has been placed
either through Flexischools or over the counter,
the order is processed and is non-refundable or
transferrable. Unfortunately, we cannot offer
refunds for uncollected lunch orders.
The friendly canteen staff are always looking for
volunteers. If you have a spare hour or two, your
help would be greatly appreciated - just drop into
the canteen and say hello.

